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This year, we reached a remarkable milestone. Our fortieth anniversary was a moment of   
reflection, gratitude, and celebration, bringing together former and current BlueSkies directors 
and staff, esteemed Board Members, as well as our dedicated BlueSkies parents and alumni.

Even amid the unprecedented challenges presented by the global pandemic, we remained   
steadfast in our mission. We persevered, serving as a beacon of  resilience and commitment in a 
field desperately needed by families. As we delve into this year’s report, we invite you to join us 
in commemorating this exceptional journey of  2023, filled with achievement, growth, and the  
enduring spirit of  BlueSkies.

Where We Are Now

Serving Our  
Diverse Community

Fundraising to Support  
Our Services

Efficient and Effective  
Day-to-Day Operations

52% of  our 
attendees are  
children of  color

78% of  our 
families live in 
Oakland

14% of  our 
families receive 
needs-based tuition 
reductions

$206,164
Funds raised through  

donor-specified grants, the 
annual Spring Auction, and 

our Fall Mailer

Total 2023 Revenue: 

$2.5  Million

Program  
Expsenses  

88%

(83% Personnel) 

Average discount given to 
families who receive  
scholarship support:  

	 78% 



 

 

Every day, our children impress 
us with their problem-solving 
capabilities, acts of  kindness, 
and ability to resolve conflicts 
large and small. We are happy 
to keep over 80 active children 
from ages 8 weeks to 5 years 
fueled with a good mix of   
engaging play, healthy food, 
and quiet rest. Below are  
just some of  the exciting stats 
tallied up in 2023.

Fast Facts

67%
Of our teachers hold  

a degree.

40%
Of our teachers have been 
employed at BlueSkies for 

more than 5 years

9
Languages spoken by our 

staff: Burmese, Cambodian, 
Cantonese, English, Farsi, 
Hausa, Spanish, Tagalog, 

Vietnamese

40
Teachers guided 

95
Children towards becoming their best selves through  

complex play

38,000
Diapers changed

1,530
Pounds of  apples eaten

150
Hours Bonnie played music

0
Covid-19 Outbreaks*
*Three or more cases in an exposed group



 

2023 Parent Survey
We are so proud that BlueSkies parents value our educational philosophy and our incredible  
staff as much as we do. Above are just a few parent quotes received during our annual survey.  
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to our families and staff for making BlueSkies  
the terrific community it is today.

BlueSkies is so well set up, 
physically and  

philosophically…our 
baby is excited and loves the 

teachers.

Teachers know our  
son well, he loves them  
and the other kids, and 

he is thriving.

It’s obvious that the  
teachers understand 

child development and 
how to work with  
young children.

Developmental checklists are 
so incredible, and tell us that 

our child is known 
completely.

I very much wanted to repay the  
scholarship that helped us enroll 

 initially at BlueSkies. Now we have 
the funds to share, and hope they will 

help another family have the chance to 
experience such a magical place 

for children.

We love and appreciate  
the diversity of  the  

staff at every  
level/classroom. 



 

 
2023 Donor List

Alan & Brooke Abola, Enrique & Agnes Abola, Pia Abola, Asnake Alemu, Guadalupe Avila, Claire  
Bainer, Russell Bainer & Emily O’Donohoe, Natalie Blum-Ross & Eric Owens, Tam Bui & Arthur Liou, 
Michael Bush & Melba Wu, Franny & Steven Canfield, Andrew Carothers, Julie & William Cassata, 
Tom & Annette Counts, Pola Crawford Stein & Danny Stein, Richard Croghan & Ellen Snook, Brian & 
Lauren Crowley, Bill Dahling, Peter Dahling & Caroline Davis, Sue Dickinson, Christa Edwards & Peter 
Sullivan, Joyanne Elkinson-Walker, Scott & Laurel Farrar, Christina Ferracane and John Taylor, Melody 
Ferris & Sandino Wahpepah, Morgan Fiddler, Kevin Ford & Jennifer Declues-Winston, Lisa Freitas & 
Kristopher Wehner, Alexandra Galovich & Douglas Park, Danielle & Michael Gavino, Selam Gebremi-
chael & Ethan Zatko, Erika Gilfether & Nadir Jeevanjee, Peggy Goodwin, Emily Gordon & Jared Solovay, 
Cynthia Green & Tony Smith, Maggie Greenblatt, Christoph Guetter & Marcela de Castro Esteves, Paul 
Haible, Liisa & Jon Hale, Jennifer & Rashad Harrison, Summers Henderson & Sola Takahashi, Meghan 
Horl & Matt McAlear, Brittany Hudlin & Rashaad Bess, Mary Hudson, Ken Jaffe & Ellen Schwartz, 
Omid Jalali, Amadu Kanu & Kelly Newman, Mary & Benn Karne, Thomas Kendig & Megan  
Suyehira, Joe & Dana Kennedy, Jennifer & Johannes Kienzle, Jonathan Klein, Peter & Sabrina Landreth, 
Paul Langer & Jan Linden, Peter Lau & Sara Lin, Simone & Michael Lee, Dione Lien, Kyra & Alex 
Lilien, Charles & Anne Ludvik, Tran Ly & Qi Su, Sonia Manrique-Stromberg, Jorge Martinez, Jon-
athan Masur, Brenden McEneaney & Alycia Kellman, Aster Mehari, Phyllis Montgomery, Ameena 
Muhammed, Megan Myers & Brian Smith, Macy Parker & Kilian Betlach, Andrew Pojman, Nicholas 
Pojman & Kate Miller, Camila Ribeiro & Marcus Taylor, Sadith Rios, Sandra Rodriguez, Rosalia Romo, 
Molly & Seth Rosen, Lisa Russ & Adam Weiss, Miriam & Gino Segalini, Katie Sexton & Matthew 
Koons, Chirag & Aishwarya Shah, Adrienne & Michael Shih, Rose Snyder, Hannah Somerville &  
Robert Thompson, Monica Sullivan, Sybil Sylvester, Susan Taylor, Larisa & Mitchell Trale, Gray & 
William Thuston, Annette Tumolo, Tanya & Corey Veverka, Joy Villafranca & Scott Wikstrom, Brian 
Warmoth & Joo Hyun Lyoo, Lauren & Matt Webster, Tristan Weir & Lara Pierpoint, Clare Wolfowitz, 
Danny & Cynthia Wu, Melba Yee, Derek & Jill Yegian, Wilbert Yeung, Michael & Natalie Zatkin,  
Bob & Ranjana Zunino

Thank you to 
our generous  
donors, who 

help make all  
of  this possible!

Organizations:
Bank of  America, Bernard E. 
and Alba Witkin Charitable 
Foundation, The Dell Brooke 
DAF Foundation\Salesforce 
Inc., Ackermans Servicing 
Volvos Inc. (Mechanic  
Company)


